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Dr.  Vivian  M .  Presley 

President,  Coahoma  Community  College 

/n  this  new  millennium,  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  address  you  as 
president  of  Coahoma  Community  College  —  an  institution  that  has  culti- 
vated your  minds  and  served  the  Mississippi  Delta  with  excellence  in  edu- 
cation/or more  than  half  a  century. 

We  have  accomplished  much,  hut  there  is  much  work  to  be  done. 
Coahoma's  entire  faculty,  staff  and  administrators  have  high  hopes  for  an 
exciting  future  pairing  new  programs  and  technologies  with  our  time-hon- 
ored tradition  as  "the  college  that  cares.  " 

Following  the  paths  of  many  others  who  have  passed  through  Coahoma 
Community  College  since  its  beginning  in  1949,  our  students  are  making 
great  successes  in  their  lives  as  doctors,  lawyers,  teachers,  housewives  and 
working  people. 

However,  the  founders  of  this  school  not  only  wanted  to  provided  quality 
education  for  these  young  people,  but  also  to  develop  their  critical  think- 
ing skills,  zest  for  learning,  respect  for  self  and  others,  moral  sense  of  right 
and  wrong  and  great  desire  to  live  an  exemplary  life  filled  with  the  inner 
peace  that  follows  righteous  living. 

As  the  fourth  president  of  this  great  institution,  I  share  their  vision  and 
accept  the  challenge  to  continue  our  spirit  of  community  with  these  tradi- 
tions into  the  21st  century. 


Three  Years  in  Review 

For  the  past  three  years,  Dr.  Vivian  M.  Presley, 
President  of  Coahoma  Community  College,  has  led  the 
institution  in  its  fourth  reaffirmation  for  accreditation 
effort  since  becoming  a  postsecondary  institution  in  1949. 

The  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  sent 
a  team  in  late  February  and  early  March  2000  to  review 
and  evaluate  all  areas  of  the  college. 

The  official  notification  of  reaffirmation  from  the 
Commission  was  made  in  Atlanta  in  December  2000  at  the 
Annua!  SACS  Meeting. 

In  February,  the  visiting  team  presented  the  institution 
with  two  commendations: 

*  Financial  Aid  on  its  successful  effort  to  reduce  the  stu- 
dent loan  default  rate  from  56.1  percent  to  2  percent  to 
maintain  compliance,  and 

*  Outreach  and  service  programs  improving  the  quality 
of  economic  life  in  this  region. 

Under  Dr.  Presley's  leadership,  faculty,  staff,  and  stu- 
dents have  been  honored  and  recognized  with  awards  and 
certificates  of  merit  for  outstanding  achievement  in  work- 
ing with  students,  business  and  industry,  and  community 
projects.  CCC  has  fielded  students  winning  statewide 
awards  for  their  academic  and  extracurricular  activities. 


Mississippi  Governor  Ronnie  Musgrove  accepts  a  token 
from  Dr.  Vivian  M.  Preslci/  at  Commencement  2000. 


CCC  is  very  proud  of  its  outstanding  young  leaders  such  as  the 
Ambassadors.  Top  rated  students  academically,  these  students 
are  involved  in  campus  life  and  extracurricular  activities,  i/et 
still  find  time  to  serve  the  college  as  informational  and  tour 
guides,  student  recruiters,  and  standout  citizens  within  the 
community. 


Capital  Improvements 

A  beacon  in  the  Mississippi  Delta  is  the  state-of-the-art 
coliseum  on  the  Coahoma  campus  known  as  The  Pinnacle 
But  the  college  has  completed  many  capital  improvements 
and  is  in  other  stages  of  construction  and  improvement  on 
the  campus. 


CCC's  sports  programs  include  the  Lady  Tigers  Basketball 
squad  as  well  as  Softball  for  women  and  football,  basketball, 
and  baseball  for  men.  CCC  added  men's  and  women's  track 
in  2000. 


CCC  has  completed  Phase  III  renovation  for  the  Zee  A. 
Barron  Student  Union  which  includes  a  new  addition  to 
its  exterior  entrance,  several  renovations,  and  expansions 
on  level  one  including  a  four-lane  bowling  alley,  expan- 
sion of  CCC  Bookstore,  restrooms,  student  dining  area, 
and  replacement  of  floors,  ceilings,  and  lighting  fixtures. 
Second  floor  improvements  are  new  equipment  and 
meeting  rooms,  expansion  of  existing  areas,  new  flooring 
and  furniture,  and  upgrades  completed  in  the  faculty/staff 
dining  area.  Air-conditioning  units  were  upgraded  also. 


The  new  men's  dorm  is  quickly  becoming  a  reality  as 
the  120-bed  structure  ($2, 689, 000  estimated  cost)  located 
in  front  of  Mackev  Lake  on  the  far  east  side  of  campus  is 
expected  to  be  completed  in  early  spring  2001  (see  artist 
rendering  on  front  cover)  to  accommodate  the  growth  the 
college  has  enjoyed  for  the  past  several  years. 

The  Dickerson-Johnson  Library  has  increased  its  vol- 
ume, expanded  its  staff,  electronic  database,  computer 
labs,  and  added  new  computers  and  new  carpeting 
throughout. 

New  Technologies  and  Program  Offerings 

Coahoma  Community  College  offers  more  than  50 
majors  in  which  students  can  choose  their  future  careers 
in  Academics,  Vocational,  and  Technical  Programs. 

CCC  is  very  proud  to  have  completed  its  major  technol- 
ogy long  range  plan  of  putting  a  computer  on  the  desk  of 
each  instructor  and  Internet  access  in  EVERY  classroom 
as  well  as  upgrading  existing  computer  labs  and  adding 
three  new  computer  labs  on  campus  ~  Curry  Hall,  Lee 
Flowers,  and  Gambrell. 

The  CCC  Technology  Committee  has  supervised  the 
installation  and  implementation  of  computers  in  class- 
rooms and  labs  to  total  427  computers  on  campus  and  139 
computers  in  off-campus  sites:  CCC  Skill/Tech  Industrial 
Training  Center  (60),  Chapel  Hill  and  Aaron  Henry  Health 
Center  in  Clarksdale  (Coahoma  County),  Marks  Public 
Library  and  Boll  Weevil  Project  in  Lambert  (Quitman 
County),  Baxters  and  Cleveland  High  School  Vo-Tech 
(Bolivar  County),  and  Grand  Casino  (Tunica  County). 

The  Virtual  Community  College  allows  a  person  to  get 
an  associate  degree  by  way  of  the  Internet.  Textbooks, 
lectures,  assignments,  exams  and  other  special  projects 
allow  a  student  to  complete  college  courses  in  the  priva- 
cy of  his  or  her  own  home.  In  keeping  with  its  commit- 
ment to  serve  the  community,  CCC  is  providing  a 
Sociology  course  on-line  and  plans  to  expand  its  on-line 
course  offerings  and  put  additional  offerings  on  the  sched- 
ule for  Fall  2001. 


The  Hotel/Restaurant  Management  majors  can  cook  in  their 
own  kitchen,  serve  in  their  own  dining  room,  and  conduct 
classes  in  the  classroom  area  thanks  to  the  carpentrtf, 
electricity,  and  engineering  experts  on  campus. 


Coahoma  offers  leadership  opportunities  for  its  students 
while  incorporating  a  variety  of  extracurricular  activities. 
Here  Dr.  Presley  enjoys  Miss  CCC  Coronation  2000  with 
(from  left)  SGA  President  Sabrina  Bland,  Miss  CCC  Carmen 
Jude,  and  Homecoming  Queen  Carh/n  Mangle. 


Continuing  Education  and 
\  ocational-Technical  Offerings 

The  Continuing  Education  Divison  at  CCC  continues 
to  branch  out  to  off-campus  sites,  providing  academic- 
offerings  to  approximately  400  students  in  five  counties. 


Vo-Tech  Hotel/Restaurant  Management  major  Nakeyslta  Moore 
(center),  Mississippi's  parliamentarian  in  Delta  Epsilon  Chi  Frater- 
nity for  marketing,  displays  her  third  place  trophy  for  nationals. 
Also  pictured  are  Vo-Tech  Director  Jessie  Mildred  James  (left)  and 
instructor  Barbara  Nielsen. 

The  Vocational,  Technical,  and  Adult  Education  offers 
an  array  of  programs,  both  day  and  night  courses,  for  a  stu- 
dent to  earn  a  degree  or  certificate.  Adult  evening  training 
programs  include  Emergency  Medical  Technician,  Nurs- 
ing Assistant,  Cosmetology.  Basic  Electricity,  Welding, 
Clerk  Cashier,  and  others  on  an  as-needed  basis. 


Partnering  with  other  agencies,  the  Vocational-Technical 
Division  is  hosting  Carpentry  for  Women  that  is  funded  by 
the  Mott  Foundation  through  the  Tri-County  Workforce 
Alliance.  In  addition  to  related  training,  participants 
receive  physical  fitness,  travel,  childcare  assistance,  per- 
sonal and  group  counseling,  and  job  placement. 

JASON  Project 

Established  by  Titanic  discoverer  Bob  Ballard  to  spark 
student  interest  in  science  and  technology,  the  JASON 
projects  have  been  likened  to  walking  inside  an  issue  of 
National  Geographic. 

In  early  2001  approximately  4,500  area  students  are 
expected  to  sit  in  the  Georgia  Lewis  Theatre  at  Coahoma 
Community  College,  walking  into  volcanoes  and  rain 
forests  of  Hawaii,  talking  directly  with  scientists  and  arg- 
onauts waiting  to  answer  questions.  Each  trip  takes  place 
via  live  satellite  broadcast,  and  no  two  expeditions  are 
the  same. 


JASON  Club  members  work  after  school  each  week  at  the 
CCC  Skill/Tech  Industrial  Training  Center  on  science  projects 
geared  at  the  specific  ]A$ON  Project  area  each  year.  State 
JASON  Coordinator  Kyrie  Nilson  facilitates  projects  for  the 
club  leading  up  to  the  two-Week  broadcast  at  the  Georgia 
Lezuis  Theatre  on  campus. 

Designated  a  Primary  Interactive  Network  (PINS)  site 
for  the  fourth  consecutive  year,  CCC  hosts  the  televised 
broadcast  and  lively  question  and  answer  sessions  five 
times  a  day  for  almost  two  weeks.  The  event  climaxes  a 
diverse  classroom  curriculum  of  study,  experiments, 
research,  and  activities.  Earlier  JASON  projects  have  stud- 
ied the  oceans  and  earth,  the  rain  forest  of  Peru,  and  the 
extreme  environments  of  outer  space  and  beneath  the  seas. 
Contact  state  JASON  coordinator  Kyxie  Nilson  at  662- 
627-9139,  e-mail  knilson@ccc.ee. ms. us.  JASON's  web- 
site is  www.jasonproject.org. 


Dr.  Dave  Dearing  of  the  Mississippi  State  University  Stennis 
Institute  of  Government  (left)  and  Carolyn  Bryant  of  the 
University  of  Memphis  School  of  Urban  Affairs  and  Public 
Policy,  brainstorm  with  CCC  over  the  Jonestown  Empower- 
ment Center. 


Community  Commitment  &  Partnerships 

Committed  to  community  development,  Coahoma  has 
established  partnerships  promoting  quality  education,  cul- 
tural activities,  and  economic  growth  in  north  Mississippi. 

Examples  of  such  partnerships  are: 

*  Confronting  problems  of  child  care,  teenage  preg- 
nancy, youth  idleness,  and  gang  activity  through  the 
development  of  an  empowerment  center  in  Jonestown; 

*  Mentoring  between  CCC  and  the  U.S.  Navy  for 
top  science  &  math  students  who  can  earn  $2,000  schol- 
arships; 

*  Partnering  with  the  Office  of  Naval  Research  in 
Arlington,  Va.,  the  Naval  Meteorology  and  Oceanography 
Command,  and  the  Naval  Oceanographic  Office  at  the 
Stennis  Space  Center; 

*  Delta  State  University  and  CCC  transforming  the 
historic  Cutrer  Mansion  and  adjoining  St.  Elizabeth 
School  property  into  a  unique  educational  complex  offer- 
ing specialized  classes  taught  by  both  institutions. 

*  Partnering  with  the  Mississippi  Delta  Tennessee 
Williams  Festival  in  hosting  an  acclaimed  statewide  drama 
competition  for  high  school  students  and  linking  with 
community  colleges,  Ole  Miss,  and  DSU; 

*  Assisting  elderly  and  disabled  people  to  make  critical 
repairs  to  dilapidated  housing  by  partnering  with  North 
Delta  Mississippi  Enterprise  Community  Development 
(NMECD)  in  HUD  via  a  $300,000  HUD  grant; 

*  Partnering  with  Immaculate  Conception/St.  Elizabeth 
Catholic  Parishes  and  Tri-County  Workforce  Alliance  in 
providing  youth  supervision  services  in  Coahoma  County 
through  a  $131,600  grant  from  the  Mississippi  Depart- 
ment of  Human  Services;  and 

*  Training  disadvantaged  youth  and  school  drop-outs  in 
construction  skills  through  CCC's  vocational-technical 
education  programs  via  a  $616,831  Youthbuild  Grant 
awarded  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  (HUD). 


Skill/Tech  Industrial  Training  Center 

Skill/Tech  Industrial  Training  Center,  located  at  510 
Sunbelt  Drive  just  off  busy  U.S.  Highway  49,  focuses  on 
recruitment  of  new  industry  and  supports  expansion  and 
development  of  existing  industries. 

CCC  is  meeting  the  need  of  economic  development  by 
providing  leadership,  technical  assistance,  and  supervision 
for  customized  technical  programs  through  the  Skill/Tech. 

Some  of  the  most  recent  activities  include: 

*  Geographic  Information  System  (GIS)  software  in  all 
JASON  curriculum  packs; 

*  Training  teachers  in  the  JASON  Project; 

*  English  as  a  Second  Language; 

*  Publications  training  specifically  for  digital  cameras. 
scanners,  and  specialized  software; 

*  Software  and  training  in  GIS  and  Global  Positioning 
Systems  (GPS)  for  area  fanners;  and 

*  Partnered  with  Clarksdale  Public  Utilities,  Bolivar 
County  and  Cleveland  Chambers  of  Commerce,  Missis- 
sippi Limestone,  and  The  University  of  South  Carolina  in 
training,  economic  development,  and  research  and  devel- 
opment projects. 


Coahoma  Community  College's  Adult  Basic  Education/GED 
program  provides  both  day  and  night  classes  for  adults  in  29 
sites  in  the  five-county  district.  With  ABE/GED  Director  Ethel 
Horton,  CCC  helps  "to  create  a  future"  for  students. 


Board  of  Trustees 

The  CCC  Board  of  Trustees  represents  the  five- 
county  district.  Board  members  are  Reginald  Barnes  and 
Rev.  Andrew  Hawkins.  Tallahatchie  County;  Rev.  True- 
ville  Black  and  Robert  Mason,  Bolivar  County;  Ms. 
Rena  Butler;  Bennie  Gooden;  Dr.  Jonathan  Harris; 
Johnny  McGlown;  Sherard  Shaw;  Dr.  Keith  Shaeffer: 
and  William  Bradley,  Coahoma  County:  Ned  Gathwright 
and  LeRoy  Matthews,  Quitman  County;  and  Jerry 
Gentry  and  David  Williams,  Tunica  County. 


Built  in  1916,  the  historic  Cutrer  Mansion  in  Clarksdale  (above)  centers  the  educational  complex  being  developed  I>i/  CCC  and 
Delta  State  University.  As  a  child,  playwright  Tennessee  Williams  visited  there  frequently.  The  setting  later  influenced  many 
of  his  works.  Joining  CCC  and  key  leaders  (below  left  photo)  in  the  Mississippi  Delta  Tennessee  Williams  Festival,  a  major 
cultural  event  for  Mississippi  are  (seated  from  left)  Festival  Chair  Judy  Flowers;  Coahoma  County  Chamber  of  Commerce's 
Kappi  Allen;  Michelle  Ban;  Dili  President  Dr.  David  Potter;  Gay  Flowers;  Phil  Hardin  Foundation's  Tom  Wacaster,  (stand- 
ing font  left)  CCC's  Dr.  Hazeltine  Woods-Fouche;  National 
Geographic  Society's  Karen  Gibbs;  Blues  recording  artist 
Charlie  Musselwhite;  Tennessee  Williams  Journal  Editor 
Dr.  Kenneth  Holditch;  Center  for  Southern  Culture  Associate 
Director  Dr.  Ann  Abadie;  CCC  President  Dr.  Vivian  M. 
Preslexi;  Rev.  Randall  Sartm;  and  Rita  Marascalco. 
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Chief  Warrant  Officer  Darrell  Champion  (left)  of  the  Naval 
Oceanographic  Office  at  the  Stennis  Space  Center  was  at  CCC 
for  the  announcement  of  the  Navy  Mentoring  Program  and  vis- 
its with  CCC's  Lois  McMurchu,  executive  director  of  the 
Skill/Tech  Industrial  Training  Center,  and  CCC  Mentoring 
Coordinator  Steven  Jossell. 


